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REPORT OF SELECTMEN., 


eet 
EXPENDITURES. 
STATE T TAX. 
Paid State Treasurer, $:293,20 
COUNTY TAX. . 
Paid County Treasurer, $496,867 
: SCHOOLS. 
Paid School District No. 1, $112,67 
“ “ 6 “a 2, 97,34 
ae “ “* “ 3, 53,40 
“ res « $4 4, 76,73 
“ “ sé “ oS 77,73 
4b “ «“ ‘< 6, 38,07 
“ 4s sc 6“ 7, 71,82 
“ “ “ “« 8 107,26 
ra ‘“ if &“ 9. 59,98 
“ “ ‘&“ “ 10, 43,77 
te “ ‘ ee 49, 
$778,40 
INSTITUTE. 
Paid Rockingham County Institute, 915,42 
| SCHOOL HOUSES, 
Paid School District No. 1, $500,00 
9, 100,00 
“ 6“ “ “ 10, 20,49 
$620,49 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Auburn Road. 
Paid Franklin Crombie, Surveying, $5,00 
W. G. Hardy, land and damage, 2,00 
 W. G..Gelby 36,00 
“ T. Wilson, — Men 6 37,00 
mira. EK Watson, for a See. No. 1, 26,73 
Bos Rand, a vals OY 104,00 
“« TH tson, “ a « S 36,19 
“ J, B a AE 6@? & “ 4, 109,55 
“« Gc ee “ce “ ‘6 i 63,00 
“ J. H. Watson, " thea |} 107,83 
“« G. Cammet, “ ay 2 41,80 
“« Pp. J. Rand, Fs ee, “a 49,22 
“ N. Weeks, “ * ¢ 9, 18,20 
“ L. B. Blake, “ = = ** 30, 20,10 
“ L. B. Blake, “ a # 11, ‘ 
“« F.H. Watson, « eet 12. 89 
“ F. H. Watson, ss a A BS, 58,40 
Leach and Ayer, for railing, 


Paid J. O. Adams, for Notices, $1,060 
“ T. Patterson, Auctioneer, . 1,50 
E. $868,943 
Wilson Road. 
Awarded to J. Adams for Land and damage, $36,00 
Paid, T. Wilson, 3 60,00 
«'y, Morrison, for akan Section No. 1 8,00 
a H. Adams, its 6é “cc “ 24 20,20 
6 4B, Noyes, 3 66 6c | 39,00 
“ H. Adams, “ 44 “ fi. 27,00 
“ JT. Blodget * as i “ 3 5,00 
“ J. Adams, Surveying, 3,00 
-——— $196,20 
Bridges. 
Paid T. Corning, Corning Bridge, $4,50 
8. Corning, ‘i: 6,00 
“ H. Witherbee, “ “d #3,28 
«“ J. Noyes, Plank for Alexander Bridge 3,25 
“ J. Ripley, Bridge Plank, oe 
“ F.Munter, “ " T,60 
“ -L, Cuiler,,.. * . 2,70 
“« M. Morse, Stone for Bridge, 52 
_ 832,45 
Non-resident Highway tax paid in Labor, $152,904 
MILITIA. 
Paid Officers and Soldiers on Muster field, $65,00 
% a as one dollar cash, 110,00 
$175,008 
PAUPERS AT ALMS-HOUSE. 
Paid D. Flanders, doctoring town paupers, $9,00 
“ou . county paupers, 6,75 
« A. P. Hardy, Superintendent, 300,00 
-- #315,75 © 
TOWN PAUPERS NOT AT ALMS-HOUSE. 
Paid W. Smith, for Betsey Smith, $20,00 
ete 5 A Batchelder, doctoring ‘Wid. Smith and child, 8,25 
oo «Mr. Lawson, 3,78 
oS x “2 Jacob Nichols’ apy 7.90 
ee tie $39,583 
COUNTY PAUPERS NOT AT T ALN S- 
Paid D. H. oe for doctoring Savory Bancre 
chi e 
Donn Batchelder a * J, Ao Benson, - 
| ———.; 122,00 


oo 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid M. Holmes, 8. Clerk, _ 38,00 
“ M. Holmes, Selectman, 48,51 
« D.G. Colburn, “ 51,16 
* C. Boyd, Fe 45,43 


* R. Boyd, Treasurer, 15,00 
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Paid W. A. Holmes, Collector, 
T. G. Brainard, Superintending S. Committee, 
S. Pillsbury, 
W. A. Holmes, Collector Schoo] Dis. No. 1, 
R. P. Clark, Auditor, 
J.N. Anderson, ss 

“ N. Plummer, 


“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 


“sé 


INTEREST. 


Paid Interest on Notes & orders, oe 


* DD. G. Coburn, procuring Money for County Pau. 


“ 


ABATEMENTS. 
Paid Abatement on W. A. H. List 1848, 
W. A. Holmes List 1849, 


$4,62 
_ 13,37 


MISCELLANEOUS TOWN EXPENSES. 


Paid A. B. King for damage to Horse on Bridge, 
Warren Richardson, Moderator, 


W. H. Fisk for Record Book for Town Clerk, 
Highway Surveyor’s Warrants & 
Tax Books for Collector, 
J. Marshall, Inventory Book, 


i 


J. Shipley taking care of Hearse & House, 


it 


Plumer & Gage, Postage, 
W. A. Holmes for Postage & the exp. of Books, _,50 
D. Clark, for Counsel, 


ee ee 


$15,00 


$260,14 


$89,40 


$17,99 


$34,99 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES, FOR THE YEAR 


ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 


Paid State Treasurer, 
County Treasurer, 
For Schools, 


“ 


Institute, 


School Houses, 
Auburn Road, 
Wilson Road, 


Bridges, 


1850. 


eeipont highway tax paid in labor, 


upe me at Almshouse, 
County paupers not at Almshouse, 
Town paupers not at Almshouse, 


Town officers, 
Interest, 

Abatements, 
Miscellaneous town expenses, 


Amount of orders in 1849~50, 
Outstanding orders, 


Outstanding order of 1848-9, rot paid, 


$298.20 
496,87 
778,40 
15,42 
620,49 
868,98 
196,20 
32,45 
152,94 
175,00 
315,75 
22.00 
39,53 
260,14 
89,40 
17,99 
34,99 


441,457 
341,47 
300,00 


$5056,22 


Surplus revenue fund, $3473,00 

Literary fund, 620,56 

$9154,78 

RECEIPTS OF THE TOWN OF LONDONDERRY FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1850. 


By Balance in Treasury March 9, 1849, $417,15 
‘Resident List of State, County, Town and 
Schoo}! Tax, 1598,02 
* “Nonresident List of do 294,34 
¥ +s Highway List of Taxes, 210,49 
“ Resident List of School-house Tax, Dis. No.1, 466,72 
‘* Nonresident List of 6 de 58,01 
** — School-house Tax District No. 9, 104,85 
** School-house Tax District No. 10, . (21 od 
Rec'd. Railroad Tax from State, 81,49 
“From county of Rockingham for county paupers, 274,50 
‘** From Superintendent of Almshouse, 156,56 
‘For use of Town House for School in 1849, 5 6,25 
‘‘ Interest on Surplus revenue fund, 207,21 
‘* From Charles R. Clark, for T. P. Note, 223,20 
“From Literary fund, 81,17 
** Borrowed money, 795,00 
“Balance against ‘Town, 59,75 
$5056,22 
Surplus revenue fund, : 347800 
Literary fund, 62056 
$9154,78 


~ Nore. The two sums borrowed money, and balance against the 
town, amounting to $354,75 is the debt against the town, being an 
increase of the town debt, since last year, of six hundred and forty-one 
dollars—occasioned by making new roads. 

The Auburn and Wilson roads, six hundred and seventy-four rods in 
length, cost $1065,18, without including the expense of laying out and 
superintending the making. 

The town, at the last annual town meeting, voted to have the Select- 
men purchase Jand and enlarge the grave- yard near John Shipley’s. 
And at a meeting of the town in April ‘last, the town voted to have the 
Selectmen purchase a hearse and build a hearse-house, for the west 
grave-yard. For the want of funds, both are left for our successors to 
accomplish. 

In addition to the foregoing account, the town is indebted to the 
Treasurer, for a note of $935. Of surplus revenue expended in build- 
ing the town house, the money was obtained by the bui. ong committee, , 
and has at no time been added to the Selectmen’s a Cot unts. The interest 
is paid until March 1, 1850. 


MATHEW HOLMES, Sie taaen 


DANIEL G. COBURN, of 
CALVIN BOYD. Londonderry. 
LonponpErry, Fepruary 28, 1850. 
The undersigned, auditors of the town of Londonderry, for the year 
ending March 1850, have examined the aceounts of the Selectmen of 
said town, and find ‘the same correctly kept and properly vouched. 
2 * KEED P. CLARK, 
JOHN N. ANDERSON, Auditors. 
NATHAN PLUMMER. 
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ACCOUNT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ALMSHOUSE, 


1850. 
Feb. 25. 


et Ne 


1850. 
Feb. 25. 


“ “ 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES AT TOWN FARM 


Ree’d. 


Paid 


The Town of Londonderry to Aaron P. Hardy, 
To cash paid for goods and other supplies, 
To cash paid town, 


Aaron P. Hardy, 
By eash received for produce of farm, &c., 
By cash received for drawing wood and timb er, 


MARCH 3, 1849, UNTIL FEBRUARY 25, 1850. 
For produce of farm, &c., 
For drawing wood and timber, 
Store goods from Plumer & Gage, 
Store goods from John N. Anderson, 
Store goods from Moses Fellows, 
Cash from county, 
Due on book account &c., March 3, 1849, 
Due on book account Feb. 25, 1850, 


Expendilures. 
For supplies, &c., 
Plumer & Gage’s bill, 
J. N. Anderson’s bill, 
Moses Fellows’ bill, 
Aaron P. Hardy, for services | year, 
David Flander’s, for doctoring pauper, 
Balance in favor of Almshouse, 


Balance in favor of Almshouse in 1850, 
Balance in favor of Almshouse in 1849, 


Dr. 
#194,16 
156,56 


$350, 72 
Cr 
281,66 
69,06 


$350,72 
FROM 


- $223.52 


69,06 
18,58 
81,85 

109,23 

252,50 
58,14 
20,95 


$833,83 


3194,16 
18,58 
R185 

109,23 
300,00 
15,75 


114,26 


$833,83 
116,26 
58,14 


$56,12 


Leaving a balance of fifty-six dollars and twelve cents, thatthe farm 


has paid 


more than expended. 


8 


Envoice of Property at Town Farm Febru- 
ary 2oth 18590. 


8 Tons No. 1 Hay, $96,00; 14 Barrel pork, $30,00 
fee iy ee 40,00} 1 “ No. 2 pork, 12,00 
4 Oxen, - 55,00; 14 “ beef, 16,00 
5 Cows, 100,00|100 Pounds butter, 17,00 
1 Horse, 25,00! 75 “ ard, 7,50 
3 Shoats, 24,00, 50 “ tallow and candles, 5,88 
70 Bushels corn, 70,00| 24 “ dried apples, 1,92 
20 ‘oats, 8,00; 7 “ coffee, 1,05 
2 “rye, 2,00; 2 “ tea, 1,20 
3 ‘beans, 4,50; 16 “ sugar, 1,28 
250 “« potatoes, 83,341 3 * — saleratus, yet 
12 _“ apples, 8,00; 75 “ dry fish, 2,25 
2 ‘* onions, 1,20; 3 Gallons molasses, 90 
Vegetables, 2,40, 1 Bbl. flour, : 6,38 
Cider and vinegar, 2,92 Crackers, 1,00 

48 Gallone soap, 6,00 
104,60 


is 628,71 


ts 


Report of the Superintending Committee of Schools 
in Londonderry, for the year ending March, 1850. 


GENTLEMEN :—Your Committee have attended to the duties of their 
office in examining the Teachers and the Public Schools, kept in this 
Town during the past Summer and Winter, and beg leave to present 
you with the following: 


REPORT. 


Every teacher in both the Summer and Winter Schools, received, as 
by law required, an examination, and a certificate of licensure from your 
Committee. With your permission we will first present a particular 
statement of each district, in order, and then offer some general observa- 
tions. 

DISTRICT NO. I. 


TheSummer Schoo] in this district, was taught by Miss Sarah J. Gil- 
creast of thia Town. 

It was Miss G’s. first experience in School keeping. She was quite 
young—was from the district—had the previous Winter been a scholar 
with many ef her pupils; and the School is one of the largest in Town. 
Some fears might naturally be entertained lest these things should op- 
erate to her disadvantage. But we are happy to state that she succeed- 
ed admirably in gaining the esteem and respect of her scholars, in 
preserving order in her School, and imparting instruction to her pupils. 
Good improvement was made by all the classes in the studies which 
they pursued—particularly in Spelling and Mental Arithmetic. 

This School began May 14th, and ended September 5th—continuing 
four months and three days. 

The whole number of scholars, - - - - - 53 

‘The average, “ a = — - - - - 33 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. B. F. Wallaco, of Bedford, 
who has had great experience in teaching, and is well known in all this 
section of the State, as a successful educator of the young. Mr. Wal- 
lace also taught a large Select School in Town, during the Autumn. He 
ig an active, thorough teacher, and possesses a happy faculty in winning 
and securing the respect and esteem of his scholars. Good improve- 
ment was made by all the classes. A large number attended to writing, 
and made especial improvement. The territory of this district is very 
extensive, and contains within its limits a great many scholars. But 
they have now in the excellent new house, which has been erected for 
‘their use, every~thing comfortable after they reach the school]. Not- 
withstanding the school did not begin till into January, yet a very large 
number was in attendance during the whole time. 

The school began January 7th, and closed March 9th—continuing two 
months and six days. 

The whole number of different scholars attending school two 


weeks, was - = " ‘ Ms é : 2 a G2 
Average number attending school, - - - - + S82 
Greatest number, - = - : ‘ “ P ‘ a 64 
Number not attending schvol, : <hode. deg: le eae 


Whole number in the District, . ’ : - ; 34 
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DISTRICT NO. 2. 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Almira Jane 
Anderson, a young lady from town. It was her first attempt at teach- 
ing, but the school was neither very large, nor very long, and she suc- 
ceeded well in governing and instructing her scholars. The failure of 
her health the last few weeks of the time, requiring her absence and her 
place to be filled by another, was a detriment te the school. All the 
classes gave proof on examining them, of having made fair progress in 
their studies. 

The school began May 2ist, ended Aug. 4th,continuing eleven weeks. 

Whole number of different scholars, ay - - 40 

Average number of scholars, - - < - = - 38 

The Winter School in this District was taught by Mr. Samuel Gil- 
creast, a gentleman from town, and of much experience in teaching. 
Mr. G. in point of ability, faithfulness and success, in governing his 
school, interesting his pupils in their studies, and imparting knowledge 
to their minds, deservedly stands in the first rank of instructors. He is 
thorough in every branch pursued, and does not allow any scholar that 
has the capacity to learn, to slip along without understanding the subject 
studied. He drilled his scholars in the elementary sounds of the lan- 
guage. All his classes appsared well on examination, while several of 
them, especially two younger classes in reading and spelling, and the 
class in Colburn’s Arithmetic, had made very marked improvement. 

The school began November 6th, and ended January 15th—continu- 
ing two months, and fifteen and a half days. 

Whole number attending school two weeks, - - - 49. 

Average number ofthe school, - - - - - = 30 


DISTRICT NO. 3.(ANDERSON.) . 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Lucinda Clem- 
ent, of Hudson. Miss C. was young and entirely inexperienced in teach- 
ing—but she succeeded very well and gave very good satisfaction. This 
is a smnall school inthe Summer, composed mostly of small scholars ; 
and it appeared to be well governed and taught. Good improvement 
was made in the several branches studied—particularly in Reading, Ge- 
ography ard Mental Arithmetic, 

This school began June 4th, and closed September 8th—continuing 
in operation three months and two weeks. 

Whole namber of scholars, - - - + - = 23 

Average number a ~ - - - - - Cae ie 

The Winter School in this District was taught by Mr. Jonathan Mc- 
Allister, a young gentleman from town, and an experienced, skilful! 
teacher. Mr. McA. sustains deservedly a high reputation as an in- 
atructor of the young—and invariably has a good school. He is famil- 
iar with all the studies pursued, is plain and clear in his elueidation of 
principles, discerns precisely the difficulty with which the scholars mind 
laoors, and removes it in an easy manner. He drilled his school some 
in the elementary sounds of the language. All the scholars that were 
able read daily in the New Testament—and all the classes in their dif- 
ferent studies gave conclusive proof of having made good proficiency. 
His first class in spelling, reading, arithmetic and grammar, appeared ex- 
csedingly well. This school began November Ist, and ended Decem- 
ber 12th—continuing one month and two weeks. 

Whole number of scholars attending two weeks, - 1: ae 

Average-number,.. - = « + 23% so BORO eae 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 


The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Louisa M. 
Marsh, of Hudson. Miss M.is a very respectable teacher, and her schol- 
ars made creditable improvement in the several branches pursued under 
her instruction. A class in Geography appeared very well on examina- 
tion. This is one of the most backward schools in town—perhaps the 
most so; and we cannot see any good reasons to expect it will be bet- 
ter until the District shall build a new house, and put into it able and 
efficient teachers. For several years past it has not been in itself a bad 
school to manage. The school began May 2lst, and ended September 
7th—continuing four months. 


The whole number of scholars in attendance, - “ - 44 
The average number, rm ~ . 4 ‘ 24 
The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. Wood, of Litch- 
field. Your Committee visited the school the next day after the teach- 
er was examined, and found but a small number of scholars present, 
though this has usually been one of the largest schools in town. The 
school was kept in the same wretched tenement which has been a nui- 
sance in that District for several years past. The teacher appeared to 
be both governing and instructing his school very well. But your Com- 
mittee cannot report what, if any, improvement the scholars made in the 
acquisition of knowledge. Yet this is not our fault—for strict inquiry 
was made to ascertain when the school would close; but no definite 
answer was obtained. The teacher, and particularly the pradential 
Committee, whose duty we believe it is by law, to notify the Superin- 
tending Committee, failed to give us the information; and the school 
closed without our examining it at the close. When the school began 
and ended the Report does not inform. It continued six weeks. 
_ The whole number of scholars, - - - = “ 33 
Average number, - 2 a é : ‘ hes? 


DISTRICT NO. 5. (WHITTIER.) 


The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Lydia A. N. 
Webster, of Derry. Miss W. has taught this school several seasons in 
succession—a fact which tells better than any comment of ours could do, 
in what estimation she is held as a teacher, by the people ofthe District. 
We believe that she gave very.good-satisfaction to her employers the 
present year; and think that her scholars made very good proficiency in 
their studies. Perhaps she was not so strict in the government, nor so 
particular and careful in the instruction of her pupils the last, as previous 
seasons. While there are several obvious advantages in continuing the 
same teacher year after year, yet unless the teacher is very careful to 
avoid it, there will be an insens ble, perhaps, yet marked relarcation of 
_ government and effort to impart instruction. 

The school began May 2Ist, and ended August 24th—continuing 
three months and five days. 

Whole number of scholars, - - - - - - 33 

Average number, - 


ae. i ae 
The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. Oscar F. Seavy, 
of Nashua. This was Mr. Seavy’s first attempt at teaching, and we 


think that he succeeded unusually wei!. Better order was preserved 
than in any other school we visited, and yet we do not learn that any se- 
vere means of discipline were used. In a school where such quietness 
reigned, the scholars could hardly fail, under a competent instructor, to 
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make progress in their siudies. The improvement made by albthe clas- 
see was good, and no school taken as a whole, in point of order and ac- 
quigitions, appeared any better. The scholars areimostly young, and 
there are more advanced classes in some of the schools than in this 
school. It is a pleasure year after year, to report so favorably of the 
school in this District. The school began November 19th, and ended 
March 9th—continuing four months, 

Whole number of scholars in attendance, : - - - 
Average number ig : 4g - . - - - 


DISTRICT NO. 6. (CORNING.) 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss —— Har- 
ney, of this town. This was Miss H.’s first school—yet, though young 
and inexperienced, she benefitted her scholars and did credit to herself 
as a teacher. Good order was maintained in the government of her pu- 
pils,and correct and valuable instruction given them in the various 
branches of study pursued. All her classes made fair proficiency in the 


different studies pursued. The school began and ended 
The whole number of scholars in attendance, - - ~ 
The average “ & as a 


The Winter School in this District was taught by Mr. Charles D. 
Greeley, of this town. Mr. G. has taken considerable pains to qualify 
himself for teaching, and actually possesses a good knowledge of all the 
various branches required to be taught in our commonschools. He has 
an aptness and power clearly to communicate instruction to the minds of 
his pupils. These important requisites in a teacher we think he certain- 
ly possesses ; and a scholar disposed to behave well and, to study will 
make good proficiency under his tuition. But we fear that he does not 
hold the reins of government and the rod of authority with hands suf- 
ficiently strong and vigorous to restrain and curb, and guide large unru- 
ly boys. Some of the larger male scholars, during the last of the time 
were very perverse, and refused subjection to reasonable rules. The 
last day their behavior was exceedingly bad; so much so that it could 
not be ascertained what improvement was made in learning by the 
school. School began December 3, ended February 19—continuing 11 
weeks. 

Greatest number of scholars two weeks, - - - - 28 

Average number, - - - - - - : Se thet, 


DISTRICT NO. 7. (WHITE’S.) 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Mary J. Boyn- 
ton, of Manchester. Miss B. did very well in the governing and instruc- 
ting of her school, and her scholars made very creditable improvement. 
This, like most of our Summer Schools, was composed principally of 
small scholars, who neither feel nor can be made to feel the importance 
of their early school days. A class in Morse’s Geography, and a class 
in English Grammar appeared very well. 

This school began May 2lst, and ended July 21st—continuing two 
months and six days. 

The whole nomber that attended two weeks, - - - 33 

The average number of scholars, - . : . - 22 

The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. Howard, of San- 
bornton. Mr. H. acquitted himself very well as a teacher, both in 
governing and instructing his school. The term of the school was @ 
very short one; the scholars are most of them small and rather back- 
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ward. This school does not sustain so high a rank as it did a few years 

ago. The house is a miserable shell, totally unfit for a school to be 

held in during the cold weather. 
No Report made to us. 


DISTRICT NO, 8. 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Hannah J. 
Boyce of this town, Miss B. proved herself a very acceptable teacher, 
both in the government and instruction of her pupils. A commendable 
improvement was made by the classes in their several studies; but in 
reading there was apparently the most marked improvement made.— 
This District and No. 1, arethe largest in territory, we believe—and 
certainly the largest in the number of scholars—in town. A large 
number of scholars attends these schools, summer and winter, and yet 
there is reason to fear that. quite a number of scholars who live in the 
outskirts of the District, rarely or never set foot within the school-house. 

This school began June 4, ended Aug. 25, continuing three months 
and one day. — 

Whole number of Scholars, - - a e : 54 

Average number, - = - - é & : 35 

The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. Josiah H. Pills- 
bury of this town. Mr. P. has had some experience in teaching, and we 
think exerted himself to benefit his scholars, It may be that he some- 
what misjudged in placing too much dependence upon oral instructions, 
given to his scholars, and too'little in requiring them to learn and recite 
regular lessons from their text-books. His practice of granting all the 
school, at once, a recess of ten or fifteen minutes, instead of the old- 
fashioned way of letting the boys and girls go out by themselves, every 
forenoon and afternoon, was condemned by some of his employers as a 
rash innovation off old and approved usages. But your Committee un- 
derstand that such is the practice now adopted by many of the schools 
in Massachusetts, and that it is there liked better than the old one.— 
Several classes made very good improvement—particularly in Reading, 
Arithmetic and Geography. There was not that stillness and good order 
which are desirable in the school-room. But failure in these respects 
was perhaps less the fault of both teacher and scholars than is generally 
the case. The house is such a crazy old thing that it is altogether unfit 
for school purposes, and its location 1s on one of the most elevated and 
bleak spots in the town. Not only its decayed condition, but its size, 
renders it totally unfit for so large a school. The dimensions of the 
school-room inside afe, by actual measurement, found to be 23 feet in 
length and 17 feet in breadth. This room contains twelve benches 64 
feet long ; and in front of them are four corresponding low seats for 
small scholars, and the teacher’s desk. Before the desk is an open 
space to the door, occupied by the stove and the legs and feet of the 
scholars on the front seats; for the space is so narrow that the little 
fellows can almost reach their neighbors on the opposite side. Into this 
small space of 17 feet by 23 feet were crowded some days 60 scholars, 
20 ef whom were over 14 years of age. Every foot appropriated to 
seats was occupied, so that whenever a class was called upon to recite, 
a double change was necessary. The members of the class must leave 
their seats in order to be together; and other scholars must leave their 
seats and take those just vacated; and the same process must be re- 
peated when the class had finished its recitation. Here are four changes, 
end every teacher well knows how much noise and confusion such 


Bb 


zhanges produce, and how little a pupil will learn who changes frone 
seat to seat once or twice every half day. ‘The house is a rickety con- 
eern, and if the stove was hot enough in cold days to make those on the 
back seats comfortably warm, those on the low seats near, were nearly 
roasted. Perhaps Mr. P. was not as strict in the government of his 
school as was necessary, and deviated more from the common way of 
teaching than is desirable. But it requires a skillful teacher indeed, 
without exercising undue severity, to keep an orderly and good schoot 
in so uncomfortable and cramped up quarters. ;* 

The school began Nov. 12th, ended Jan. 26th, continuing two months 
and seventeen days. 


Whole number attending two weeks, - - - - 64 
Greatest ‘“ a - - - - - ~ - 68 
Average number, - - . - - - - ~ 48 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. (MANTER.) 

The Summer School in this District was kept by Miss Charlotte A- 
Davis. Miss D. succeeded well in governing and instructing her school ; 
and her scholars made good improvement in their studies. On examin- 
ing her classes they appeared in most respects very well. All her pupils 
were young, as there was not one of 14 years old among them; while 
there were two under 4 years of age. 

_ The school began June 4th,and ended Sept. 7th, continuing three 
months and five days. 

The whole number of scholars was - - - - - 28 
The average “ f 18 
The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. George W- 
Platts, of this town. Mr. P. has taken considerable pains to qualify 
himself as a teacher, and the result proves that his efforts have not been 
in vain; for he taught an excellent school. His scholars made good 
improvement in their studies, and all the classes appeared well on ex- 
amination, evincing that they had been correctly and thoroughly instruct- 
ed. A class in Arithmetic appeared particularly well,and the two 
higher classes in reading. This has beer heretofore the smallest school 
in town, and the location of the District was such as to isolate it to a 
considerable degree from the rest of the town. But the opening of a 
new carriage road has greatly changed matters in this respect, and the 
passing of the rail-road through it has given a new impulse to enterprise 
there, and by furnishing facilities of easy and rapid communication with 
Manchester and Methuen, Lawrence and Boston, will undoubtedly much 
increase the business and population of this District. The school this 
winter is considerable longer than it ever was reported before, and 
should it continue to increase as fast for a few years to come, it will 
take rank among our largest and most important Districts. Weare glad 
therefore to be able to- state that the school-house in this District was, 
previous to the winter school, entirely remodeled and thoroughly re- 
paired, so that it is now a convenient and good house. It is hoped that 
the spirit of improvement will continue to flourish there. 
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Whole number of scholars attending school two weeks, 32 
Average 6e it3 66 id 03 
Greatest “ os % a 36 


DISTRICT NO. 10. (NO. 3. OF DERRY.) 
The scholars in this District attend school in District No. 3 of Derry, 
at the house in the Aiken Range. Your Committee, therefore, did not 
examine either of the teachers nor visit their schools. The Summes 
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School was kept by Miss Abigail Hayes. From ‘her report it appears 
that all the branches usually taught in our common schools were studied 
there. 

The school began July 2d, and ended Sept. 29, continuing three months 
and five days. 

Whole number of different scholars, : - - 14 

Average number Be : - - . < 


The Winter School was taught by the Rev. Freeman Q. Barrows.— 
The teacher remarks, “ Every scholar who had apparently any desire to 
Jearn, has made commendable improvement. The school suffers much 
however from the bad example of a majority of the older boys.” 

This school began Dec. 3, and ended July 8, continuing two monthe 
and seven days. 

Whole number of scholars attending two weeks, = - - a7 

Average “ ot $ - - - - apes 


DISTRICT NO. 11. (COBURN.) 


The Summer Schoo] in this District was kept by Miss Harriet E. 
Crawell of this town. This was Miss C.’s first attempt at school-keeping 
and she succeeded very well. She is a very good disciplinarian, kept 
her pupils in subjection, and maintained good order in her school with- 
out the exercise of any severity. AjJl the classes in her school appeared 
very well, but the school was so short that it would be unreasonable to 
expect much progress would be made by the scholars in their studies. 

The school began May 2lst, and ended June 380th, continuing one 
month and twelve days. | 

Whole number of different scholars, : - ~ - 45 

Average, - - . - : - - - - 30 


The Winter School in this District was kept by Mr. John W. Greeley, 
of this town. Mr. G. has had some experience in teaching, and succeeded 
in his school very well. There was not so strict order in the school as 
some teachers maintain; but the scholars were evidently benefitted by 
the instruction given. As good improvement was made by all the clas- 
ses in their studies as could be expected from so short a school—only 
five weeks and a half long. 

The children of this District must be better specimens of humanity 
than fall to the lot of most parents, if in a school of six weeks in the 
summer, followed bya vacation of fuur months and a half, and evena 
shorter term of school in the winter, followed by a longer vacation, they 
can give much strength and discipline to their minds, or furnish them 
with any but the most meagre intellectual stores. 

This school began Nov. 26th and ended Jan. 2d,—continuing five 
weeks and three days. 


Whole number of different scholars in two weeks, - - 44 
Average “ - - - P 2 = - - - 36 
Greatest number, - - - - - : - - 48 


—_— -——- 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
One teacher cannot do everything in the short space of a few hours 
or weeks. In the large number of studies now taught in our common 
schools, and the variety of text books used, which often gives nse to 
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several different classes in the same study, it would not be strange if 

some branches of learning received attention at the expense of others.— 
It is to be feared, that such has been the fact to some extent and that 
the evil, unless specially guarded against, will increase. The higher 
branches, as they are called, will naturally have the ascendancy ; for the 
teacher will take more pleasure in instructing in these, will pride him-- 
self more upon the appearance of these classes, and feel that his repu- 
tation depends more upon them, than on the appearance of his classes 
in the lower branches. As a consequence, more time and attention are 
sometimes bestowed upon a few scholars, than all the rest of the school. 
Your Committee have never examined a teacher in any study not pre- 
scribed by the Statute; while in those which are ihere prescribed, they 
have endeavored simply to give each one a thorough examination. They 
would express no opinion whether the teacher would be required to give 
instructions in any other branches, and no opinion, whether it is the part 
of wisdom to introduce or exclude other branches than those required 
by the Statute. But they areclearly of opinion that if other studies are 
introduced, they ought to be kept in their proper place, subordinate to 
those which the law expressly requires to be taught. Every teacher, 
however, ought to feel thet the lower branches, so-called, are really the 
Sundamenial ones, and are as important to the future superstructure of 
our education as are the foundation stones of an edifice. During the 
past year, your Committee have paid their especial attention to’ the 
branches of spelling, reading and writing, have charged the teachers to 
be thorough in these, and have carefully examined the classes in them. 

Experience forces upon us the conviction that many, even of our teach- 
ers, do not understand, theoretically and practically, these elementary 
branches of education. If they have any theory on the subject, it is an 
erroneous one, as their practice evinces. Many of them neitlier know 
hor attempt to teach their scholars the several proper sounds which be- 
Jong to the different letters of their alphabet. ‘They will let their schol- 
ars spell through words of several syllables in length, without pronoune- 
‘ing one of them as they go along, thus leaving the right pronounciation 
of the words wholly uncertain. , 

Your Committee think that the right way toteacha beginner to read 
and spell, is to pronounce each syllable of every word, and the ewhole 
preceeding part of the vord up to that syllable, till you reach the last 
syllable, when the whole word should be pronounced. As this we deem 
the right course to pursue with a beginner, we also deem it the right 
course to be followed out through all the steps of an education in these 
studies. And we are satisfied that a child so taught will make more 
than twice és rapid progress, and with ten times the certainty. and con- 
fidence that it is right,as one who is taught in the opposite manner. To 
prove that some of our teachers do not practically understand spelling, 
we will quote from two reports before us—one of a summer school, the 
other of a winter—“Arithmatic,” twice. “Geographa,” twice. 2 “Schol- 
lars” thrice, “resideing, haveing, commendible.” . 

Most of the texehers have better understood the oratorical part of 
reading, and with the classes which have adv-nced so far a3. not to be 
liable to miscall their words, unless they spell many of the harder ones? 
they have succeeded well, so that we have in. our schools many very 
good readers. In their ability téteach writing some of our teachers ex- 
hibit aemarked deficiency. All‘cf them will write a passable hand, and 
some of them are excellent penmen. But they do not, at least some of 
them, seem ever to have analyzed our written characters and ascertain- 
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ed what are their elementary parts, and which of these elements are the 
simplest and most easily made by beginners. Instead of simple marks, 
whole letters, small or capital, are made for the beginner to copy. Pos- 
sibly this is one of the improvemenis—it is certainly one of the innoya- 
tions, of modern days; and your Committee may be far behind the age 
in their views. in regarding this as far inferior to the old method of 
teaching writing. But we think the result the appearance of beginners 
writing looks—which tests the value of every experiment, fully sustains 
them in their dissent. They have also noticed in the copies flourishes 
in the capital letters, in the crossing of the t, and in the g and y, which 
would be difficult for a skillful penman to imitate, and whichthe strange © 
marks made by the pen of the scholar, proved were utterly beyond his 
power. We have seen things made for capital letters, which, had they 
been unaccompanied by other letters of some well known word, we could 
have no more deciphered than we could an Egyptian hieroglyphic: and 
have seena whole page deformed by a few t’s in a line being so crossed. 
Such a copy, if not positively worse, is but little better than no copy; 
and the principle which it contains is opposed to the common sense of 
mankind ; for in every other art the beginner is put on to only plain, easy 
work. The design of a copy is to furnish the scholar’s mind through the 
eye with a model fomr for his imitation; and while any particular form is 
steadily before the eye of the body and “ the mind’s eye,” r g the letter 
A, it is impossible for any one to transfer to paper an entirely different 
form'r, g, the letter L. But in the mind the form of A must give place 
to the form of L. ‘The common practice therefore of setting beginners 
in every art upon simple work witha plain easy copy before tiem to 
imitate, has its foundation in a principle of intellectual philosophy. The 
form must be in the mind before it can receive an external manifesta- 
tion; and the simpler, and less complicated the internal the easier will 
it be to embody it inan external form. A writing copy, therefore for 
beginners should to serve any good and be composed of plain letters neat- 
ly and distinctly made. The young scholar can easily imitate such a 
copy; while one of a different character perplexes rather than aids his 
mental conception, and nothing better than failure can be expected to 
result from an attempt at imitation. Due regard by instructors of the 
young in writing to the thoughts here presented would evert a happy in- 
fiuence upon many a youth’s penmanship; and though we are far from 
thinking that this is the only cause why there are so many poor writers, 
yet we do #@ethink that it has very much to do with this result. 

Among the studies reported we noticed a new one not prescribed by 
the Statute, nor found in any regular course of instruction. It is Mis- 
cluef. ‘The fear that many of our scholars are engaged in this study, 
without either the knowledge or consent of their friends. Nor are there 
probably any set lessons in it; given by the teacher or recited to him. 

Irregular attendance on the school is named by several of the teachers: 
as a reason why so little progress has been made in their studies by 
many of their scholars. This irregularity is a deplorable evil, and £ 
know not what remedy can be apptied to it. The average in several 
schools is only about three fifthsof the whole number that enters the 
school. 

Want of interest, on the part of parents and the friends of the young 
in our schools, is assigned by the teachers as another reason why the 
schools are not more efficient and prosperous. Of the 19 schools report- 
ed,in only three, were visits made by the “prudential committee’? 
and in only five, were visits made by “citizens.” 
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School Houses. Under this head we can report seme progress durin 
the year. In. district No. 9, the house has been remodeled and thor- 
oughly repaired, so as to answer every purpose of a new house. In 
District No. 1, on the spot where a miserable shell stood, has been 
erected a large, commodious, substantial brick house. This distriet 
which has long had one of the worst, has now decidediy the best school- 
house intown. The house and furniture, with the outbuildings, cost 
more than five hundred dollars. Indistrict No. 4and 8, the old houses 
remain, growing worse, if possible, every year; and if they are destined 
to continue and be used for school purposes another year, it would bea 
great blessing to each of those districts were these houses immediately 
and entirely destroyed. Districts Nos. 2, 3, and 7, would be all the bet- 
ter off if they had better houses. No. 7, is much the worst of these 
three, and ought to be remodeled and thoroughly repaired the present 
year. 

Cowplaint has been made that in some instances the schools have 
been seriously disturbed by pupils from other districts coming in to 
visit the school. Also that the school has been disturbed very seriously 
by persons either from or out of the district, coming about the house, 
making noises and looking in at the windows. We do not kaow that 
there is any statute providing for the suppression of such practices, but 
if not, a legal remedy may soon be imperatively demanded. Our schools 
ought not to be thus distuibed, by lawless, headstrong and ungoverned 
youngsters. 

The moral condition of our schools we fear is in a bad state. Some of 
the teacher’s report that several of their scholars were in the habit of 
using obscene and profane language. What punishment was inflicted 
for such offences against good morals, and good manners, we did not 
learn. One teacher says: “I stopped its use by means of severe correc- 
tion.” But we feel assured that there is no parent who will countenance 
his child in the use of such Janguage, especially in the company of 
other children. The teacher should exert himself to suppress sueh 
vicious conduct, and also inform the parent or guardian of such offend- 
ing scholar; and if their united or individual efforts fail to produce a 
reformation, then such scholar should be expelled fromthe school. For 
either they must leave ; or else those parents who will not permit their 
children to take “the name of God in vain, nor to leta filthy communi- 
cation proceed out their mouths ;” nor expose them to the contaminating 
influence of such evil examples, will feel compelled to keep them out 
of the reach of it, by withdrawing them from the school. But we do 
not believe that our districts or our state will ever permit that our 
schools shall become fountains of moral pollution, sinks of iniquity, and 
hot-beds for the growth of vices, rather than nurseries of good order, 
of sound learning, and of pure morals. 


We have reason to fear that the members of our schools sometimes 
violate the proprieties and courtesies of life by their rude incivilities 
towards persons, travelling in the highways, past our school-housés. 

Many teachers seem to be ignorant that they have any duties to dis- 
charge toward their scholars, in respect to their moraJs and their manners. 
But our legislature, it is believed, has taken a very differsnt view of this 
matter, and expressed its will in Title XI. Chap. 73. Sec. 16, of Revised 
Statutes. “It shall be the duty of all persons entrusted with, or engaged 
in the instruction of the young, dilligently to impress upon their minds 
the principles of piety and justice; a sacred regard to truth, love of 


19 


country, humanity and benevolence; sobriety, industry and frugality ; 
chastity, moderation and temperance ; and all other virtues which are 
the ornament and support of human society; and to endeavor to lead 
them into a particular understanding of the tendency-of all such virtues, 
to preserve and perfect a republican form of government, to secure the 
blessings of liberty and to promote their future happiness, and the ten- 
dency of the opposite vices to degradation, ruin and slavery.” 

TIMOTHY G. BRAINERD, Superintending 

STEPHEN PILLSBURY, School Committee. 

Londonderry, N. H., March 4th, 1850. 
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